
 
Staff in 2006  
• Caroline Boudreau • David Bruer  • Eric Chaurette • Alison Crosby   
• Elaine Edwards • Peter Gillespie • Rachel Gouin • Molly Kane   
• Samantha McGavin • Rita Morbia  • Marie José Morrissette   
• Brian Murphy • Laura O’Neill • Anna Paskal • Karen Seabrooke   
• Jean Symes • Sheila Whyte • Rebecca Wolsak • Anne-Marie Zilliacus 

Board
Caroline Andrew, Chair is the Director of the Centre of Governance  
at the School of Political Studies, University of Ottawa.

David Austin is a community worker in Montreal.

Louise Chicoine is an administrative assistant at Rights &  
Democracy in Montreal.

Agathe Gaulin is an adult educator and community activist in 
Comox, British Columbia.

Nathan Gilbert is the Executive Director of the Laidlaw Foundation 
in Toronto.

Joan Kuyek is the National Coordinator of MiningWatch Canada in 
Ottawa.

Mireille Landry is the Coordinator of the Institute for Community 
Development, Concordia University, Montreal. 

Yew Lee, Treasurer is a consultant in community and organizational 
development, Ottawa.

Tamara Levine is an adult educator and labour activist in Ottawa.

Shree Mulay is a women’s health activist and Professor, McGill 
University, Montreal.

Roxana Ng is a sociologist at the University of Toronto.

Delyse Sylvester is a fundraising consultant living in Nelson, B.C.

Sari Tudiver is a researcher and policy analyst on women’s health 
issues, Ottawa.

Bill Van Iterson is an advisor on economic development and 
management issues, Ottawa.

Doug Ward is a former director of CBC Radio, Ottawa.

Supporters
In addition to the generous support of thousands of individuals,  
the work of Inter Pares was assisted in 2006 by contributions from:

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
CAW Social Justice Fund
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada 
CSN/Fonds Alliance Syndicat Tiers-Monde
CUPE Local 4600
The EJLB Foundation
EnCana Cares Foundation
Filles de la Providence
Fleming Foundation
Fondation Internationale Roncalli
Grey Sisters of the Immaculate Conception
B & B Hamilton Fund at the Toronto Community Foundation
The Howard C. Green Memorial Fund at the Vancouver Foundation
The R. Howard Webster Foundation
The Peterborough K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
International Development Research Centre
The Just Aid Foundation
The J.W. McConnell Family Foundation
Movimondo Molisv  
Nurses’ Union of the McGill University Health Centre
Nicaraguan Children’s Fund
PacNet Services Ltd.
Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
Rights & Democracy
Geoffrey B. Scott Memorial Fund at the Toronto Community Foundation
The Scott Island Foundation
St. Helen’s Anglican Church Women
Sisters of the Congregation of Notre-Dame
Sisters of Charity of St. Louis
Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul
Sisters of Service of Canada (Location #08)
Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamilton
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Diocese of London
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Diocese of Peterborough
Sisters of St. Joseph of Saint-Vallier
Steelworkers Humanity Fund
Three Guineas Charitable Foundation
Toronto Burlesque and Vaudeville Association
Westdale United Church
Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada

We are also grateful to those who have supported our work  
through a bequest:

Estate of Isabel Dolina Baron
Estate of Joanne V. Brown
Estate of Catharina Elizabeth Fortune
Estate of Glenna M. Graham
Estate of Gaëtane Larocque
Estate of Charles Edward Watters
Estate of Ms. Shelagh M. Wilson

 

Statement of Financial Position as at December 31, 2006
	 2006	 2005

ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash	 $	  812,309 	 $	  395,244
Accounts receivable	 	  54,601 	 	  62,911 
Program advances (note 3)	 	  723,297 	 	  1,499,453 
	 	 1,590,207 	 	  1,957,608 
INVESTMENTS (note 1)	 	  704,531 	 	  626,055 
CAPITAL ASSETS (note 2)	 	  730,585 	 	  752,409 

	 $	  3,025,323 	 $	 3,336,072 

LIABILITIES
CURRENT	 	 	 	 	
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities	 $	   56,485 	 $	  28,113 
Current portion of mortgage payable (note 4)	 	  150,859 	 	  30,778 
Deferred revenue (note 3)	 	  890,422 	 	  1,514,554  
	 	  1,097,766 	 	  1,573,445 
SEVERANCE PLAN PAYABLE	 	  84,191 	 	  90,609 
MORTGAGE PAYABLE (note 4)	 	 —  	 	  200,282 
	 	  1,181,957 	 	  1,864,336 
FUND BALANCES	 	 	 	 	
Unrestricted	 	   72,462 	 	  56,234
Invested in capital assets	 	  579,726  	 	  521,349 
Bequest Fund (note 5)	 	 556,545 	 	  376,388 
Reserve Fund (note 6)	 	 419,601 	 	  312,280 
Endowment Fund (note 7)	 	  215,032 	 	  205,485 
	 	  1,843,366 	 	  1,471,736 
	 $	  3,025,323 	 $	  3,336,072 

Statement of Changes in Fund Balances for the Year Ended December 31, 2006
 	 	 	 	 	 	  2006	 2005 
	 Unrestricted	 Invested in	 Bequest	 Reserve 	 Endowment	 	 	
	 Net Assets	 Capital Assets	 Fund	 Fund 	 Fund 	 Total 	 Total 
	

FUND BALANCES – BEGINNING OF YEAR  $	 56,234 	  $ 	  521,349 	  $ 	  376,388  	  $ 	  312,280 	  $ 	  205,485 	  $ 	  1,471,736 	  $ 	  1,157,047 	
Excess of revenue over expense	 	 174,605 	  	 — 	  	 180,157 	  	 7,321 	  	 9,547 	  	 371,630 	  	 314,689 
Purchase of capital assets	 	 (10,756)	  	 10,756 	  	 — 	  	 — 	 	 —	 	 — 	  	 — 
Amortization of capital assets	 	 32,579 	  	 (32,579)	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 
Principal repayment of mortgage	 	 (80,200)	  	 80,200 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 
Interfund transfers (note 5)	 	 (100,000) 	  	 — 	  	 —	 	  100,000 	  	 — 	  	 — 	 	 —

FUND BALANCES – END OF YEAR	 $	 72,462 	  $	 579,726 	  $	 556,545 	  $	 419,601 	  $	 215,032 	  $	 1,843,366 	  $	 1,471,736 

Statement of Revenue and Expense for the Year Ended  December 31, 2006
 	 	 	 	 	 	  2006	 2005 
	 	 General	 Bequest	 Reserve 	 Endowment	 	 	
	 	 Operations	 Fund	 Fund 	 Fund 	 Total 	 Total 

REVENUE	 	 	 	 	 	
Donations	  $	1,336,660 	  $	 172,104 	  $	 — 	  $	 — 	  $	 1,508,764 	  $	 1,376,835 
CIDA–VSP	 	1,853,207 	 	  — 	 	  — 	 	  — 	  	 1,853,207 	  	 1,212,469 
CIDA – other projects	  	3,383,011 	 	  — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 3,383,011 	  	 2,568,936 
Project generated grants	  	 248,666 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 248,666 	  	 179,704 
Interest and other	  	 	 	 16,969 	  	 8,053 	  	 7,321	  	 9,547 	  	 41,890 	  	 36,276 
	 	 	 	 6,838,513 	  	 180,157 	  	 7,321 	  	 9,547 	  	 7,035,538 	  	 5,374,220 

EXPENSE
Program	 	 	 	 	 	
Projects	  	5,166,306 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 5,166,306 	  	 3,441,515 
Operations	  	 	 	 924,470 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 924,470 	  	 937,789 
	 	  6,090,776 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 6,090,776 	  	 4,379,304 
 Administration	  	 282,687 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 282,687 	  	 344,989 
 Fundraising	  	 	 	 290,445 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 290,445 	  	 335,238 
	 	  	 	6,663,908 	  	 — 	 	  — 	  	 — 	  	 6,663,908 	  	 5,059,531 
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSE FOR THE YEAR	 $	 174,605 	  $	 180,157 	  $	 7,321 	  $	 9,547 	 $	 371,630 	  $	 314,689 
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Auditor’s Report to the Members, Inter Pares

We have audited the statement of financial position of Inter Pares 
as at December 31, 2006 and the statement of revenue and expense 
and changes in fund balances for the year then ended. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the organization’s 
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan 
and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit 
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statement presentation.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of the organization as at 
December 31, 2006 and the results of its operations and its cash 
flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted accounting principles.	

Ottawa, Ontario	 Ouseley Hanvey Clipsham Deep LLP
February 20, 2007	 Chartered Accountants

Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 2006

1. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES				  

(a) Organization  Inter Pares works overseas and in Canada in support of self-
help development groups, and in the promotion of understanding about the 
causes, effects and solutions to under-development and poverty. Inter Pares was 
incorporated without share capital under Part II of the Canada Business 
Corporations Act. The Corporation is a registered charity under Section 149(1)(c) 
of the Income Tax Act and as a result is not subject to income taxes.

(b) Revenue recognition	 Inter Pares follows the deferral method of accounting 
for contributions. Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year 
in which the related expenses are incurred. Funds received from CIDA for 
overseas programs are recorded as program advances when sent overseas, and 
are subsequently recorded as expense when amounts are spent by overseas 
partners. Donations are recorded as revenue when received.

(c) Investments  Investments consist primarily of government bonds and other 
loans receivable and are recorded at cost which approximates market value.

(d) Capital assets	 Capital assets are recorded at cost. Amortization is provided 
on a straight line basis over 5 years for office equipment. Computer equipment is 
amortized 50% in the first year and 25% in the remaining 2 years. The building is 
amortized on a straight line basis over 40 years.

(e) Use of estimates  The preparation of these financial statements in conformity 
with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles requires management to 
make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and 
liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the 
financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during 
the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

2. CAPITAL ASSETS
		  Accumulated	 2006	 2005
	 Cost	 Depreciation	 Net	 Net

Land	 $	 200,000 	  $ 	 — 	 $	 200,000 	  $	 200,000
Building		  582,230 		  66,500 		   515,730 		   530,480
Computer and office equipment		  125,842 		  110,987 		   14,855 		   21,929

	 $	 908,072	 $	 177,487	 $	 730,585	 $	 752,409

During the year, depreciation of capital assets amounted to $32,579 (2005 - $41,703).

3. PROGRAM ADVANCES AND DEFERRED REVENUE Program advances can vary significantly 
from year to year depending on the timing of funds sent overseas and the reporting back by 
overseas counterparts.  Deferred revenue consists mainly of revenue related to unspent overseas 
program advances.

4. MORTGAGE PAYABLE	 2006	 2005

Royal Bank of Canada - mortgage payable at 	 $	 150,859  	  $	 231,060 
$3,945 monthly including interest at 7.75%, due  						    
July 1, 2007, secured by 221 Laurier Avenue East						    
Less current portion		  150,859 		   30,778 

	 $	 —	  $	 200,282 

5. BEQUEST FUND  During fiscal year 2004 a bequest fund was established.  Bequests received are 
recorded as revenue in this fund.  During the year $nil (2005 - $18,149) was transferred from this 
fund to unrestricted net assets.

6. RESERVE FUND  Inter Pares maintains an unrestricted operational reserve to assure that 
obligations are honoured in the event of unanticipated changes in external funding. During the 
year, $100,000 (2005 - $nil) was transferred from unrestricted net assets to the reserve fund.

7. ENDOWMENT FUND The Margaret Fleming McKay Endowment Fund receives gifts whose 
principal is invested and held for a minimum of ten years.  In addition to such externally restricted 
gifts, the Endowment Fund contains transfers from Inter Pares which are subject to the same 
restrictions. As at the year end, the Endowment Fund includes $76,600 (2005  - $76,600) in 
externally restricted gifts.								      
		

221 Laurier Avenue East, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  K1N 6P1  	     Charitable Registration 
Phone (1-613) 563-4801 or 1-866-563-4801   Fax (1-613) 594-4704   www.interpares.ca        	 (BN) 11897 1100 RR0001  
                                                                                          

As we look back at 2006, it is difficult not to feel despair 
with the deepening militarism and violence that haunt the 
planet. The world seems caught in a politics of death from 
which there is no respite. 

In Burma, at least 20,000 people were displaced by the 
military campaign in Karen State over the past year, fleeing 
a vicious military junta determined to exterminate all 
those who harbour such dangerous thoughts as human 
rights and democracy. In Sudan, the bloodbath continued, 
the international community apparently paralyzed and 
unable to take effective measures to stop the genocide. 

In the Middle East, the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah 
took more than a thousand lives, mostly Lebanese 
civilians, and created one million refugees. The carnage 
continued in Iraq, with an estimated death toll of over 
650,000. The invasion has destroyed many lives, and the 
deaths continue to mount as the country descends into 
civil war. In Afghanistan, the UN estimates that more than 
20,000 civilians have died since the invasion. Two decades 
after millions of Afghans were displaced, maimed or 
killed during the invasion by the Soviet Union, the people 
of Afghanistan once again are seeing their country slide 
towards an abyss of despair and death. 

These were among the horrors of the past year. Human life 
is being debased by despots, dictators and fundamentalists 
of all types. 

And yet, in villages, towns and cities throughout the world, 
people are repudiating this politics of death. Instead, 
they are promoting a politics of life, a politics that asserts 
that all people have the right to live in freedom and 
dignity without fear of violence. 
This is a politics that maintains that 
we all have the right to live in 
communities where our children 
can be healthy and secure and 
achieve their full potential. This is a 
politics that celebrates life, and 
nourishes those things that make 
life worth living. 

Inter Pares is privileged to work 
with people around the world who 
have committed themselves to 
nurturing this politics of life. In 
refugee camps in Thailand, in 
conflict zones in Colombia, in the 
slums of major cities like Managua 

and Manila, people are working to provide health and 
nutrition programs, to develop educational activities for 
children, to organize communities to assert their rights. 
People are reaching out to promote reconciliation in 
areas of conflict, and to counsel and support victims of 
torture. Citizens are insisting on accountable governance, 
and the development of social and economic policies that 
benefit the many, not the few. People are demanding an 
end to the violence and militarism that have shattered so 
many lives.

Women from places such as Sudan, Burma, Peru, Mexico 
and Guatemala are challenging the abuse and brutality 
they have experienced at the hands of armed actors. In 
Ghana and other parts of Africa, citizens’ groups are 
insisting that multinational corporations, including those 
from Canada, follow strict environmental and social 
responsibility guidelines. In Guinea-Bissau, people are 
organizing to protect fragile coastal areas. In Burma, 
backpack health workers are trekking into dangerous war 
zones to provide desperately needed health services. 
People are working for change everywhere, and this 
movement is building.

This movement for change is more than a renunciation 	
of the politics of death. It is a celebration of what we can 
become when we join hands to work towards a common 
vision of the future. 

Transforming this vision into reality requires commitment, 
and often courage. And it requires all who embrace this 
vision to act. The future, as Rebecca Solnit reminds us, is 
something we invent daily through our actions.

Throughout the past year, Inter Pares 
supported the actions of citizens’ 
groups in Asia, Africa, Canada and 
the Americas engaged in creating 
their visions of the future. It has been 
a privilege to work with and help 
nourish the efforts of so many 
talented and courageous people. And 
many Canadians have acted with us, 
contributing to sustaining and 
celebrating life in its fullness. For your 
support we are very grateful.

This Annual Report provides some 
examples of the actions during the past 
year that nurture and reinvent the 
politics of life, today and into the future.

nurturing life, promoting vitality
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are repudiating  
this politics of death.  

Instead, they are 
promoting a politics  
of life… a politics  

that celebrates and 
nourishes those  
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The future is not something you predict and wait for. It is 
something you invent daily through your actions.

Rebecca Solnit



What is Inter Pares? 
Inter Pares is a Canadian social justice organization 
working in Canada and around the world to create 
understanding about the causes and effects of poverty 
and injustice, and to support actions that lead to 
positive social and economic change. 

Inter Pares collaborates with social change organiza-
tions that share our analysis that poverty and injustice 
are caused by inequalities within and between 
nations, and who are working to promote social and 
economic justice in their communities and societies.

Inter Pares – the name means “among equals” – was 
founded in 1975 to practice a new form of international 
cooperation, conceived not as charity but as profound 
solidarity. Inter Pares’ work is grounded in the belief 
that we and our counterparts are equals, working in 
common cause to confront injustice and to promote 
more sustainable models of human community and 
interaction in the world we share. The name Inter Pares 
also describes how we work internally. Inter Pares 
staff form a cooperative management team working 
on the principle of parity – parity of salary and parity 
of responsibility.

Inter Pares is a registered Canadian charity supported 
through the generous donations of almost 10,000 
Canadians. In our approach to the public, rather than 
spending resources on large fundraising campaigns, 
we have chosen to develop a solid core of committed 
supporters over time. This strategy has not made 
Inter Pares a household name, but reflects the type of 
commitment our supporters and counterparts expect 
of us.

Inter Pares’ Supporters 
Inter Pares’ social justice work is an expression of 
values shared by most Canadians – of one standard 
of dignity and equality for all, of international 
cooperation and solidarity. For over thirty years, 
thousands of Canadians have expressed these 
values through financial contributions to Inter Pares. 
Without this support, our work would not be possible. 

The generosity of Inter Pares’ supporters extends 
beyond immediate financial assistance. Many contri-
butors have introduced us to their friends, made gifts 
in honour of special occasions, and hosted gatherings 
with us in their homes. We have also been honoured 
by those who have helped us build a legacy for the 
future by leaving Inter Pares a bequest in their will. 

Inter Pares is also grateful to our institutional donors, 
including the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) and the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC); many foundations,  
union locals, and religious communities; various 
organizations that contribute through their solidarity 
funds; and businesses that support their employees’ 
philanthropy through matching gifts. 

As the political and economic context of our work 
changes, increasing our financial independence will 
help assure our political autonomy and our ability  
to carry out progressive programs to bring about 
social change. Our individual donors are integral to 
the sustainability of our work. 

For more information on our fundraising, including the 
many ways in which you can support our work, 
please visit our Web site at www.interpares.ca or 
contact us directly.

uniting for action
When people come together on the basis of shared 
values and a united commitment to work for change, 
the impact is almost always more far-reaching, 
creative and effective than what we can do alone. For 
these reasons, a key strategy of Inter Pares and our 
counterparts is to help build and sustain coalitions, 
both internationally and in Canada. 

The Burma Relief Centre (BRC) nurtures coalitions 
among civil society groups on Burma’s borders to 
facilitate common strategies and promote under-
standing and trust among diverse and historically 
isolated communities. With Inter Pares’ financial, 
political and programmatic support, BRC promotes 
initiatives that bring together people of different 
ethnic backgrounds and people who work in different 
sectors. One such initiative is the Shwe Gas 
Movement (SGM), a broad coalition of individuals 
and groups based in Burma, Thailand, Bangladesh 
and India, who are concerned about the social and 
environmental impact of a proposed gas pipeline 
through Burma to Asian markets. Such a pipeline 
would also provide enormous revenues to Burma’s 
corrupt and repressive military junta. In 2006, 	
SGM published Supply and Command, a major report 
that brought significant international attention to the 
threat on people’s lives, livelihoods, health and 
environment posed by the pipeline. The coalition also 
worked with Indian activists to publicize and question the Indian 
government’s plans to purchase gas supplies from Burma.

In Canada, Inter Pares continued to participate in the International Civil 
Liberties Monitoring Group, a coalition of 38 Canadian organizations 
monitoring government policies and practices that undermine civil liberties, 
human rights, and the rights of refugees and migrants in the context of 
the “war on terror”. Co-founded by 
Inter Pares in 2002, the ICLMG was an 
official intervenor in the Commission of 
Inquiry in the case of Maher Arar in 
2006. The Commission’s report, released 
in the Fall of 2006, included the ICLMG’s 
recommendations to exonerate Mr. Arar, 
to recommend further investigation 
into the cases of other Canadian citizens 
detained and tortured in Syria, and to 
establish civilian oversight of all 
Canadian agencies involved in national 
security operations.

learning and knowledge for action
The struggle to eradicate entrenched inequalities and injustice in Canada and around the 
world requires constant innovation and fresh ideas. Inter Pares creates opportunities for 
people to come together to think “outside the box,” develop new ideas and strategies, and 
form relationships of common cause. 

In September 2006, Inter Pares brought together 22 people from Canada and around the 
world to examine the global trend in state policies that control and contain the movement of 
vulnerable people. Recognizing the contribution migration makes to who we are and who we 
will become – in the North and global South – participants considered strategies to 
counteract and transform the pervasive politics of fear that runs through the migration 
debate. The report from this learning circle, Out of the Shadowlands, is available on Inter 
Pares’ Web site, along with the Inter Pares Occasional Paper The Boundaries of Belonging: 
Reflections on Migration Policies into the 21st Century.  

In Peru in August 2006, Inter Pares counterpart Project Counselling Service organized an 
international legal seminar on the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war. The seminar 
brought together women’s groups from Peru, Guatemala and Colombia, international legal 
experts, and members of the Peruvian judicial system, to develop legal tools for prosecuting 
cases of war-related sexual violence in national and international courts. Participants 
emphasized the importance of providing appropriate psychological support to women 
giving testimony, to ensure that the legal process does not re-victimize them. All involved 
agreed that women survivors themselves need to be at the centre of their own cases, as 
engaged actors, with accompaniment from lawyers and psychologists. Given ongoing 
political turmoil in these countries, participants agreed to work together to assure the safety 
and security of women witnesses, as well as lawyers and judges.

In 2006, Tiniguena, a leading environmental organization in Guinea-Bissau, organized its 
third annual youth forum on the Bijagos islands, which brought together hundreds of young 
women and men to develop plans to conserve the delicate biodiversity of the area. 
Participants worked together to incorporate new conservation ideas while keeping alive the 
cultural practices that are in balance with the archipelago ecosystem. Following the forum, 
local youth organized an exhibition showcasing current Bijagos handicrafts and art, 
reminders of a deeply rooted and ever vibrant culture.

mobilizing resources 
Generating resources to support social justice action is an integral 
part of Inter Pares’ work. We have learned through experience 
that modest amounts of money, used strategically and wisely, can 
help people to strengthen their own organizations and nurture 
creative initiatives for change. We describe some of those 
organizations and their courageous work in this report and in our 
Bulletin throughout the year.

By nurturing relationships of common cause and solidarity with 
counterpart organizations around the world, Inter Pares provides 

an opportunity for Canadians to make a difference. Through their 
donations, Canadians make an enduring contribution to dynamic, 
life-sustaining action in diverse places and circumstances. As one 
of Inter Pares’ supporters in Calgary told us, “It is true that these 
are troubled times, when hope is often hard to see. But contributing 
in spirit and joining in solidarity with those who articulate a shared 
vision is a tonic and a source of hope.”

This demonstration of support from thousands of Canadians 
allows Inter Pares to raise funds from private foundations and the 
Canadian government. Inter Pares engages with these institutional 
funders, such as the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) and the International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC), to inform 
and improve public 
policy. We draw on 
our experience and 
understanding of 	
issues that concern us all – gender equality, human rights, 
environmental stewardship, economic justice, democratic 
development – to advocate for change in the policies of our own 
government that affect the lives of people in Canada and 
elsewhere. In this way, the value of the initial financial contribution 
to a single organization or program can have a lasting positive 
impact beyond the borders of a local community.

organizing for 
social change
Over the course of 31 years, Inter Pares has 
helped establish and accompany scores of 
organizations that have become leading voices 
for social justice around the world. Inter Pares 
provides seed funding to develop new 
organizations. And Inter Pares staff participate 
as advisors, steering committee or Board 
members in the stewardship of organizations 
and in the day-to-day accompaniment of 
groups and individuals who dare to dream of a 
better world. 

In 1999, in response to alarming reports of 
human rights abuses and environmental damage 
caused by Canadian mining companies, 	
Inter Pares joined human rights, aboriginal, and 
environmental organizations in pooling 
resources to create the organization MiningWatch 
Canada (MWC). Inter Pares remains a proud 
member of MWC, and an Inter Pares staff person 
sits on its Board. Today, MWC has become a 
key resource for citizens who want to ensure 
the respect of human rights and the integrity of 
communities and the environment where 
mining occurs. In 2006, MWC played a crucial 
role in the joint industry and civil society 
Advisory Group to the Canadian government’s 
national roundtables on Corporate Social 
Responsibility and the Canadian Extractive 
Sector in Developing Countries. The roundtables 
reviewed mechanisms to hold Canadian oil 
and mining companies accountable in Canada 
for environmental damage and human rights 
violations in developing countries. The 
Advisory Group’s report and recommendations 
will be tabled in Parliament in early 2007.

For the past decade, Inter Pares has collaborated 
with organizations internationally and across 
Canada concerned with the spread of genetically 
modified organisms. In October 2006, Inter Pares 
helped create the Canadian Biotechnology Action 
Network, an alliance of over twenty groups from 
across the country working for food sovereignty 
and biodiversity conservation. Inter Pares also 
facilitated the participation of a member of the 
National Farmers Union in an international 
training course on biosafety and genetic 
engineering. The knowledge gained at this course 
is informing our common understanding and 
analysis of the risks posed by the application of 
genetic engineering in agriculture. 

educating for  
social justice
Education nurtures and promotes public 
understanding of social justice dilemmas, and 
encourages personal and collective action for 
change. Education is at the heart of vibrant 
social movements. In 2006, Inter Pares and our 
counterparts organized public fora, researched 
and wrote articles and opinion pieces, and 
participated in parliamentary hearings, 
contributing our analysis to debates on social 
justice and policy change. 

In March 2006, in conjunction with other 
organizations, Inter Pares organized a public 
forum entitled Terminator on Trial. This event 
attracted nearly a thousand participants who 
were interested in learning more about 
Terminator technology – a technology that 
renders seeds sterile, making it impossible for 
farmers to save their seeds. Thousands of 
Canadians joined citizens worldwide to demand 
that our government support the United 
Nations moratorium on Terminator technology. 
As a direct result, the moratorium on 
Terminator was upheld and strengthened.

During the year, Inter Pares researched and 
documented Canada Pension Plan (CPP) 
investments in companies involved in conflict 
areas overseas. This resulted in the launch of 	
a national public education campaign about 
the lack of socially responsible criteria for CPP 
investments. Inter Pares and several other 
national organizations urged Canadians to 
write to provincial and federal members of 
Parliament to raise these concerns. In response 
to these efforts, officials of the CPP Investment 
Board have engaged in discussions with civil 
society, and and have signaled their willingness 
to collaborate in promoting corporate social 
responsibility. 

The Inter Pares Web site is increasingly being 
used by students and activists, in Canada and 
internationally, as a source of information 
about social justice issues. In 2006, Inter Pares 
published short articles about our work, and 
launched a photo essay, The Price of Gold, on 
the social and ecological impact of gold mining 
in Ghana. We also released two papers on 
migration, Out of the Shadowlands and The 
Boundaries of Belonging, and posted a short 
video of the Back Pack Health Worker Team, 
filmed by the health workers themselves inside 
Burma. These pieces have been been widely 
disseminated and re-published by other 
organizations. All of these materials are available 
at www.interpares.ca.

nurturing a politics of life:  
how we do what we do
Inter Pares collaborates with people in Canada and in over twenty 
countries to promote peace, democracy and sustainable livelihoods.  
We do this through the depth and intimacy of our relationships with  
our colleagues, people of integrity and courage who have built 
organizations, movements and networks based on social justice values 
that we share. With them, we discuss, analyze and plan our work 
together. And with them, we nurture new organizations, build 
coalitions, create knowledge, educate  
for change and generate the resources 
necessary for action. Here are a few 
examples of how Inter Pares celebrates 
and nourishes a politics of life, inventing 
the future daily through our actions with 
colleagues around the world. 
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Staff in 2006  
• Caroline Boudreau • David Bruer  • Eric Chaurette • Alison Crosby   
• Elaine Edwards • Peter Gillespie • Rachel Gouin • Molly Kane   
• Samantha McGavin • Rita Morbia  • Marie José Morrissette   
• Brian Murphy • Laura O’Neill • Anna Paskal • Karen Seabrooke   
• Jean Symes • Sheila Whyte • Rebecca Wolsak • Anne-Marie Zilliacus 

Board
Caroline Andrew, Chair is the Director of the Centre of Governance  
at the School of Political Studies, University of Ottawa.

David Austin is a community worker in Montreal.

Louise Chicoine is an administrative assistant at Rights &  
Democracy in Montreal.

Agathe Gaulin is an adult educator and community activist in 
Comox, British Columbia.

Nathan Gilbert is the Executive Director of the Laidlaw Foundation 
in Toronto.

Joan Kuyek is the National Coordinator of MiningWatch Canada in 
Ottawa.

Mireille Landry is the Coordinator of the Institute for Community 
Development, Concordia University, Montreal. 

Yew Lee, Treasurer is a consultant in community and organizational 
development, Ottawa.

Tamara Levine is an adult educator and labour activist in Ottawa.

Shree Mulay is a women’s health activist and Professor, McGill 
University, Montreal.

Roxana Ng is a sociologist at the University of Toronto.

Delyse Sylvester is a fundraising consultant living in Nelson, B.C.

Sari Tudiver is a researcher and policy analyst on women’s health 
issues, Ottawa.

Bill Van Iterson is an advisor on economic development and 
management issues, Ottawa.

Doug Ward is a former director of CBC Radio, Ottawa.

Supporters
In addition to the generous support of thousands of individuals,  
the work of Inter Pares was assisted in 2006 by contributions from:

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
CAW Social Justice Fund
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada 
CSN/Fonds Alliance Syndicat Tiers-Monde
CUPE Local 4600
The EJLB Foundation
EnCana Cares Foundation
Filles de la Providence
Fleming Foundation
Fondation Internationale Roncalli
Grey Sisters of the Immaculate Conception
B & B Hamilton Fund at the Toronto Community Foundation
The Howard C. Green Memorial Fund at the Vancouver Foundation
The R. Howard Webster Foundation
The Peterborough K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
International Development Research Centre
The Just Aid Foundation
The J.W. McConnell Family Foundation
Movimondo Molisv  
Nurses’ Union of the McGill University Health Centre
Nicaraguan Children’s Fund
PacNet Services Ltd.
Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
Rights & Democracy
Geoffrey B. Scott Memorial Fund at the Toronto Community Foundation
The Scott Island Foundation
St. Helen’s Anglican Church Women
Sisters of the Congregation of Notre-Dame
Sisters of Charity of St. Louis
Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul
Sisters of Service of Canada (Location #08)
Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamilton
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Diocese of London
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Diocese of Peterborough
Sisters of St. Joseph of Saint-Vallier
Steelworkers Humanity Fund
Three Guineas Charitable Foundation
Toronto Burlesque and Vaudeville Association
Westdale United Church
Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada

We are also grateful to those who have supported our work  
through a bequest:

Estate of Isabel Dolina Baron
Estate of Joanne V. Brown
Estate of Catharina Elizabeth Fortune
Estate of Glenna M. Graham
Estate of Gaëtane Larocque
Estate of Charles Edward Watters
Estate of Ms. Shelagh M. Wilson

 

Statement of Financial Position as at December 31, 2006
	 2006	 2005

ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash	 $	  812,309 	 $	  395,244
Accounts receivable	 	  54,601 	 	  62,911 
Program advances (note 3)	 	  723,297 	 	  1,499,453 
	 	 1,590,207 	 	  1,957,608 
INVESTMENTS (note 1)	 	  704,531 	 	  626,055 
CAPITAL ASSETS (note 2)	 	  730,585 	 	  752,409 

	 $	  3,025,323 	 $	 3,336,072 

LIABILITIES
CURRENT	 	 	 	 	
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities	 $	   56,485 	 $	  28,113 
Current portion of mortgage payable (note 4)	 	  150,859 	 	  30,778 
Deferred revenue (note 3)	 	  890,422 	 	  1,514,554  
	 	  1,097,766 	 	  1,573,445 
SEVERANCE PLAN PAYABLE	 	  84,191 	 	  90,609 
MORTGAGE PAYABLE (note 4)	 	 —  	 	  200,282 
	 	  1,181,957 	 	  1,864,336 
FUND BALANCES	 	 	 	 	
Unrestricted	 	   72,462 	 	  56,234
Invested in capital assets	 	  579,726  	 	  521,349 
Bequest Fund (note 5)	 	 556,545 	 	  376,388 
Reserve Fund (note 6)	 	 419,601 	 	  312,280 
Endowment Fund (note 7)	 	  215,032 	 	  205,485 
	 	  1,843,366 	 	  1,471,736 
	 $	  3,025,323 	 $	  3,336,072 

Statement of Changes in Fund Balances for the Year Ended December 31, 2006
 	 	 	 	 	 	  2006	 2005 
	 Unrestricted	 Invested in	 Bequest	 Reserve 	 Endowment	 	 	
	 Net Assets	 Capital Assets	 Fund	 Fund 	 Fund 	 Total 	 Total 
	

FUND BALANCES – BEGINNING OF YEAR  $	 56,234 	  $ 	  521,349 	  $ 	  376,388  	  $ 	  312,280 	  $ 	  205,485 	  $ 	  1,471,736 	  $ 	  1,157,047 	
Excess of revenue over expense	 	 174,605 	  	 — 	  	 180,157 	  	 7,321 	  	 9,547 	  	 371,630 	  	 314,689 
Purchase of capital assets	 	 (10,756)	  	 10,756 	  	 — 	  	 — 	 	 —	 	 — 	  	 — 
Amortization of capital assets	 	 32,579 	  	 (32,579)	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 
Principal repayment of mortgage	 	 (80,200)	  	 80,200 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 
Interfund transfers (note 5)	 	 (100,000) 	  	 — 	  	 —	 	  100,000 	  	 — 	  	 — 	 	 —

FUND BALANCES – END OF YEAR	 $	 72,462 	  $	 579,726 	  $	 556,545 	  $	 419,601 	  $	 215,032 	  $	 1,843,366 	  $	 1,471,736 

Statement of Revenue and Expense for the Year Ended  December 31, 2006
 	 	 	 	 	 	  2006	 2005 
	 	 General	 Bequest	 Reserve 	 Endowment	 	 	
	 	 Operations	 Fund	 Fund 	 Fund 	 Total 	 Total 

REVENUE	 	 	 	 	 	
Donations	  $	1,336,660 	  $	 172,104 	  $	 — 	  $	 — 	  $	 1,508,764 	  $	 1,376,835 
CIDA–VSP	 	1,853,207 	 	  — 	 	  — 	 	  — 	  	 1,853,207 	  	 1,212,469 
CIDA – other projects	  	3,383,011 	 	  — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 3,383,011 	  	 2,568,936 
Project generated grants	  	 248,666 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 248,666 	  	 179,704 
Interest and other	  	 	 	 16,969 	  	 8,053 	  	 7,321	  	 9,547 	  	 41,890 	  	 36,276 
	 	 	 	 6,838,513 	  	 180,157 	  	 7,321 	  	 9,547 	  	 7,035,538 	  	 5,374,220 

EXPENSE
Program	 	 	 	 	 	
Projects	  	5,166,306 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 5,166,306 	  	 3,441,515 
Operations	  	 	 	 924,470 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 924,470 	  	 937,789 
	 	  6,090,776 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 6,090,776 	  	 4,379,304 
 Administration	  	 282,687 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 282,687 	  	 344,989 
 Fundraising	  	 	 	 290,445 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 290,445 	  	 335,238 
	 	  	 	6,663,908 	  	 — 	 	  — 	  	 — 	  	 6,663,908 	  	 5,059,531 
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSE FOR THE YEAR	 $	 174,605 	  $	 180,157 	  $	 7,321 	  $	 9,547 	 $	 371,630 	  $	 314,689 
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Auditor’s Report to the Members, Inter Pares

We have audited the statement of financial position of Inter Pares 
as at December 31, 2006 and the statement of revenue and expense 
and changes in fund balances for the year then ended. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the organization’s 
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan 
and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit 
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statement presentation.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of the organization as at 
December 31, 2006 and the results of its operations and its cash 
flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted accounting principles.	

Ottawa, Ontario	 Ouseley Hanvey Clipsham Deep LLP
February 20, 2007	 Chartered Accountants

Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 2006

1. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES				  

(a) Organization  Inter Pares works overseas and in Canada in support of self-
help development groups, and in the promotion of understanding about the 
causes, effects and solutions to under-development and poverty. Inter Pares was 
incorporated without share capital under Part II of the Canada Business 
Corporations Act. The Corporation is a registered charity under Section 149(1)(c) 
of the Income Tax Act and as a result is not subject to income taxes.

(b) Revenue recognition	 Inter Pares follows the deferral method of accounting 
for contributions. Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year 
in which the related expenses are incurred. Funds received from CIDA for 
overseas programs are recorded as program advances when sent overseas, and 
are subsequently recorded as expense when amounts are spent by overseas 
partners. Donations are recorded as revenue when received.

(c) Investments  Investments consist primarily of government bonds and other 
loans receivable and are recorded at cost which approximates market value.

(d) Capital assets	 Capital assets are recorded at cost. Amortization is provided 
on a straight line basis over 5 years for office equipment. Computer equipment is 
amortized 50% in the first year and 25% in the remaining 2 years. The building is 
amortized on a straight line basis over 40 years.

(e) Use of estimates  The preparation of these financial statements in conformity 
with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles requires management to 
make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and 
liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the 
financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during 
the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

2. CAPITAL ASSETS
		  Accumulated	 2006	 2005
	 Cost	 Depreciation	 Net	 Net

Land	 $	 200,000 	  $ 	 — 	 $	 200,000 	  $	 200,000
Building		  582,230 		  66,500 		   515,730 		   530,480
Computer and office equipment		  125,842 		  110,987 		   14,855 		   21,929

	 $	 908,072	 $	 177,487	 $	 730,585	 $	 752,409

During the year, depreciation of capital assets amounted to $32,579 (2005 - $41,703).

3. PROGRAM ADVANCES AND DEFERRED REVENUE Program advances can vary significantly 
from year to year depending on the timing of funds sent overseas and the reporting back by 
overseas counterparts.  Deferred revenue consists mainly of revenue related to unspent overseas 
program advances.

4. MORTGAGE PAYABLE	 2006	 2005

Royal Bank of Canada - mortgage payable at 	 $	 150,859  	  $	 231,060 
$3,945 monthly including interest at 7.75%, due  						    
July 1, 2007, secured by 221 Laurier Avenue East						    
Less current portion		  150,859 		   30,778 

	 $	 —	  $	 200,282 

5. BEQUEST FUND  During fiscal year 2004 a bequest fund was established.  Bequests received are 
recorded as revenue in this fund.  During the year $nil (2005 - $18,149) was transferred from this 
fund to unrestricted net assets.

6. RESERVE FUND  Inter Pares maintains an unrestricted operational reserve to assure that 
obligations are honoured in the event of unanticipated changes in external funding. During the 
year, $100,000 (2005 - $nil) was transferred from unrestricted net assets to the reserve fund.

7. ENDOWMENT FUND The Margaret Fleming McKay Endowment Fund receives gifts whose 
principal is invested and held for a minimum of ten years.  In addition to such externally restricted 
gifts, the Endowment Fund contains transfers from Inter Pares which are subject to the same 
restrictions. As at the year end, the Endowment Fund includes $76,600 (2005  - $76,600) in 
externally restricted gifts.								      
		

221 Laurier Avenue East, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  K1N 6P1  	     Charitable Registration 
Phone (1-613) 563-4801 or 1-866-563-4801   Fax (1-613) 594-4704   www.interpares.ca        	 (BN) 11897 1100 RR0001  
                                                                                          

As we look back at 2006, it is difficult not to feel despair 
with the deepening militarism and violence that haunt the 
planet. The world seems caught in a politics of death from 
which there is no respite. 

In Burma, at least 20,000 people were displaced by the 
military campaign in Karen State over the past year, fleeing 
a vicious military junta determined to exterminate all 
those who harbour such dangerous thoughts as human 
rights and democracy. In Sudan, the bloodbath continued, 
the international community apparently paralyzed and 
unable to take effective measures to stop the genocide. 

In the Middle East, the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah 
took more than a thousand lives, mostly Lebanese 
civilians, and created one million refugees. The carnage 
continued in Iraq, with an estimated death toll of over 
650,000. The invasion has destroyed many lives, and the 
deaths continue to mount as the country descends into 
civil war. In Afghanistan, the UN estimates that more than 
20,000 civilians have died since the invasion. Two decades 
after millions of Afghans were displaced, maimed or 
killed during the invasion by the Soviet Union, the people 
of Afghanistan once again are seeing their country slide 
towards an abyss of despair and death. 

These were among the horrors of the past year. Human life 
is being debased by despots, dictators and fundamentalists 
of all types. 

And yet, in villages, towns and cities throughout the world, 
people are repudiating this politics of death. Instead, 
they are promoting a politics of life, a politics that asserts 
that all people have the right to live in freedom and 
dignity without fear of violence. 
This is a politics that maintains that 
we all have the right to live in 
communities where our children 
can be healthy and secure and 
achieve their full potential. This is a 
politics that celebrates life, and 
nourishes those things that make 
life worth living. 

Inter Pares is privileged to work 
with people around the world who 
have committed themselves to 
nurturing this politics of life. In 
refugee camps in Thailand, in 
conflict zones in Colombia, in the 
slums of major cities like Managua 

and Manila, people are working to provide health and 
nutrition programs, to develop educational activities for 
children, to organize communities to assert their rights. 
People are reaching out to promote reconciliation in 
areas of conflict, and to counsel and support victims of 
torture. Citizens are insisting on accountable governance, 
and the development of social and economic policies that 
benefit the many, not the few. People are demanding an 
end to the violence and militarism that have shattered so 
many lives.

Women from places such as Sudan, Burma, Peru, Mexico 
and Guatemala are challenging the abuse and brutality 
they have experienced at the hands of armed actors. In 
Ghana and other parts of Africa, citizens’ groups are 
insisting that multinational corporations, including those 
from Canada, follow strict environmental and social 
responsibility guidelines. In Guinea-Bissau, people are 
organizing to protect fragile coastal areas. In Burma, 
backpack health workers are trekking into dangerous war 
zones to provide desperately needed health services. 
People are working for change everywhere, and this 
movement is building.

This movement for change is more than a renunciation 	
of the politics of death. It is a celebration of what we can 
become when we join hands to work towards a common 
vision of the future. 

Transforming this vision into reality requires commitment, 
and often courage. And it requires all who embrace this 
vision to act. The future, as Rebecca Solnit reminds us, is 
something we invent daily through our actions.

Throughout the past year, Inter Pares 
supported the actions of citizens’ 
groups in Asia, Africa, Canada and 
the Americas engaged in creating 
their visions of the future. It has been 
a privilege to work with and help 
nourish the efforts of so many 
talented and courageous people. And 
many Canadians have acted with us, 
contributing to sustaining and 
celebrating life in its fullness. For your 
support we are very grateful.

This Annual Report provides some 
examples of the actions during the past 
year that nurture and reinvent the 
politics of life, today and into the future.

nurturing life, promoting vitality

2 0 0 6  A n n u a l  R e p o r t 

 
People  

are repudiating  
this politics of death.  

Instead, they are 
promoting a politics  
of life… a politics  

that celebrates and 
nourishes those  

things that make life 
worth living.
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The future is not something you predict and wait for. It is 
something you invent daily through your actions.

Rebecca Solnit



What is Inter Pares? 
Inter Pares is a Canadian social justice organization 
working in Canada and around the world to create 
understanding about the causes and effects of poverty 
and injustice, and to support actions that lead to 
positive social and economic change. 

Inter Pares collaborates with social change organiza-
tions that share our analysis that poverty and injustice 
are caused by inequalities within and between 
nations, and who are working to promote social and 
economic justice in their communities and societies.

Inter Pares – the name means “among equals” – was 
founded in 1975 to practice a new form of international 
cooperation, conceived not as charity but as profound 
solidarity. Inter Pares’ work is grounded in the belief 
that we and our counterparts are equals, working in 
common cause to confront injustice and to promote 
more sustainable models of human community and 
interaction in the world we share. The name Inter Pares 
also describes how we work internally. Inter Pares 
staff form a cooperative management team working 
on the principle of parity – parity of salary and parity 
of responsibility.

Inter Pares is a registered Canadian charity supported 
through the generous donations of almost 10,000 
Canadians. In our approach to the public, rather than 
spending resources on large fundraising campaigns, 
we have chosen to develop a solid core of committed 
supporters over time. This strategy has not made 
Inter Pares a household name, but reflects the type of 
commitment our supporters and counterparts expect 
of us.

Inter Pares’ Supporters 
Inter Pares’ social justice work is an expression of 
values shared by most Canadians – of one standard 
of dignity and equality for all, of international 
cooperation and solidarity. For over thirty years, 
thousands of Canadians have expressed these 
values through financial contributions to Inter Pares. 
Without this support, our work would not be possible. 

The generosity of Inter Pares’ supporters extends 
beyond immediate financial assistance. Many contri-
butors have introduced us to their friends, made gifts 
in honour of special occasions, and hosted gatherings 
with us in their homes. We have also been honoured 
by those who have helped us build a legacy for the 
future by leaving Inter Pares a bequest in their will. 

Inter Pares is also grateful to our institutional donors, 
including the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) and the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC); many foundations,  
union locals, and religious communities; various 
organizations that contribute through their solidarity 
funds; and businesses that support their employees’ 
philanthropy through matching gifts. 

As the political and economic context of our work 
changes, increasing our financial independence will 
help assure our political autonomy and our ability  
to carry out progressive programs to bring about 
social change. Our individual donors are integral to 
the sustainability of our work. 

For more information on our fundraising, including the 
many ways in which you can support our work, 
please visit our Web site at www.interpares.ca or 
contact us directly.

uniting for action
When people come together on the basis of shared 
values and a united commitment to work for change, 
the impact is almost always more far-reaching, 
creative and effective than what we can do alone. For 
these reasons, a key strategy of Inter Pares and our 
counterparts is to help build and sustain coalitions, 
both internationally and in Canada. 

The Burma Relief Centre (BRC) nurtures coalitions 
among civil society groups on Burma’s borders to 
facilitate common strategies and promote under-
standing and trust among diverse and historically 
isolated communities. With Inter Pares’ financial, 
political and programmatic support, BRC promotes 
initiatives that bring together people of different 
ethnic backgrounds and people who work in different 
sectors. One such initiative is the Shwe Gas 
Movement (SGM), a broad coalition of individuals 
and groups based in Burma, Thailand, Bangladesh 
and India, who are concerned about the social and 
environmental impact of a proposed gas pipeline 
through Burma to Asian markets. Such a pipeline 
would also provide enormous revenues to Burma’s 
corrupt and repressive military junta. In 2006, 	
SGM published Supply and Command, a major report 
that brought significant international attention to the 
threat on people’s lives, livelihoods, health and 
environment posed by the pipeline. The coalition also 
worked with Indian activists to publicize and question the Indian 
government’s plans to purchase gas supplies from Burma.

In Canada, Inter Pares continued to participate in the International Civil 
Liberties Monitoring Group, a coalition of 38 Canadian organizations 
monitoring government policies and practices that undermine civil liberties, 
human rights, and the rights of refugees and migrants in the context of 
the “war on terror”. Co-founded by 
Inter Pares in 2002, the ICLMG was an 
official intervenor in the Commission of 
Inquiry in the case of Maher Arar in 
2006. The Commission’s report, released 
in the Fall of 2006, included the ICLMG’s 
recommendations to exonerate Mr. Arar, 
to recommend further investigation 
into the cases of other Canadian citizens 
detained and tortured in Syria, and to 
establish civilian oversight of all 
Canadian agencies involved in national 
security operations.

learning and knowledge for action
The struggle to eradicate entrenched inequalities and injustice in Canada and around the 
world requires constant innovation and fresh ideas. Inter Pares creates opportunities for 
people to come together to think “outside the box,” develop new ideas and strategies, and 
form relationships of common cause. 

In September 2006, Inter Pares brought together 22 people from Canada and around the 
world to examine the global trend in state policies that control and contain the movement of 
vulnerable people. Recognizing the contribution migration makes to who we are and who we 
will become – in the North and global South – participants considered strategies to 
counteract and transform the pervasive politics of fear that runs through the migration 
debate. The report from this learning circle, Out of the Shadowlands, is available on Inter 
Pares’ Web site, along with the Inter Pares Occasional Paper The Boundaries of Belonging: 
Reflections on Migration Policies into the 21st Century.  

In Peru in August 2006, Inter Pares counterpart Project Counselling Service organized an 
international legal seminar on the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war. The seminar 
brought together women’s groups from Peru, Guatemala and Colombia, international legal 
experts, and members of the Peruvian judicial system, to develop legal tools for prosecuting 
cases of war-related sexual violence in national and international courts. Participants 
emphasized the importance of providing appropriate psychological support to women 
giving testimony, to ensure that the legal process does not re-victimize them. All involved 
agreed that women survivors themselves need to be at the centre of their own cases, as 
engaged actors, with accompaniment from lawyers and psychologists. Given ongoing 
political turmoil in these countries, participants agreed to work together to assure the safety 
and security of women witnesses, as well as lawyers and judges.

In 2006, Tiniguena, a leading environmental organization in Guinea-Bissau, organized its 
third annual youth forum on the Bijagos islands, which brought together hundreds of young 
women and men to develop plans to conserve the delicate biodiversity of the area. 
Participants worked together to incorporate new conservation ideas while keeping alive the 
cultural practices that are in balance with the archipelago ecosystem. Following the forum, 
local youth organized an exhibition showcasing current Bijagos handicrafts and art, 
reminders of a deeply rooted and ever vibrant culture.

mobilizing resources 
Generating resources to support social justice action is an integral 
part of Inter Pares’ work. We have learned through experience 
that modest amounts of money, used strategically and wisely, can 
help people to strengthen their own organizations and nurture 
creative initiatives for change. We describe some of those 
organizations and their courageous work in this report and in our 
Bulletin throughout the year.

By nurturing relationships of common cause and solidarity with 
counterpart organizations around the world, Inter Pares provides 

an opportunity for Canadians to make a difference. Through their 
donations, Canadians make an enduring contribution to dynamic, 
life-sustaining action in diverse places and circumstances. As one 
of Inter Pares’ supporters in Calgary told us, “It is true that these 
are troubled times, when hope is often hard to see. But contributing 
in spirit and joining in solidarity with those who articulate a shared 
vision is a tonic and a source of hope.”

This demonstration of support from thousands of Canadians 
allows Inter Pares to raise funds from private foundations and the 
Canadian government. Inter Pares engages with these institutional 
funders, such as the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) and the International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC), to inform 
and improve public 
policy. We draw on 
our experience and 
understanding of 	
issues that concern us all – gender equality, human rights, 
environmental stewardship, economic justice, democratic 
development – to advocate for change in the policies of our own 
government that affect the lives of people in Canada and 
elsewhere. In this way, the value of the initial financial contribution 
to a single organization or program can have a lasting positive 
impact beyond the borders of a local community.

organizing for 
social change
Over the course of 31 years, Inter Pares has 
helped establish and accompany scores of 
organizations that have become leading voices 
for social justice around the world. Inter Pares 
provides seed funding to develop new 
organizations. And Inter Pares staff participate 
as advisors, steering committee or Board 
members in the stewardship of organizations 
and in the day-to-day accompaniment of 
groups and individuals who dare to dream of a 
better world. 

In 1999, in response to alarming reports of 
human rights abuses and environmental damage 
caused by Canadian mining companies, 	
Inter Pares joined human rights, aboriginal, and 
environmental organizations in pooling 
resources to create the organization MiningWatch 
Canada (MWC). Inter Pares remains a proud 
member of MWC, and an Inter Pares staff person 
sits on its Board. Today, MWC has become a 
key resource for citizens who want to ensure 
the respect of human rights and the integrity of 
communities and the environment where 
mining occurs. In 2006, MWC played a crucial 
role in the joint industry and civil society 
Advisory Group to the Canadian government’s 
national roundtables on Corporate Social 
Responsibility and the Canadian Extractive 
Sector in Developing Countries. The roundtables 
reviewed mechanisms to hold Canadian oil 
and mining companies accountable in Canada 
for environmental damage and human rights 
violations in developing countries. The 
Advisory Group’s report and recommendations 
will be tabled in Parliament in early 2007.

For the past decade, Inter Pares has collaborated 
with organizations internationally and across 
Canada concerned with the spread of genetically 
modified organisms. In October 2006, Inter Pares 
helped create the Canadian Biotechnology Action 
Network, an alliance of over twenty groups from 
across the country working for food sovereignty 
and biodiversity conservation. Inter Pares also 
facilitated the participation of a member of the 
National Farmers Union in an international 
training course on biosafety and genetic 
engineering. The knowledge gained at this course 
is informing our common understanding and 
analysis of the risks posed by the application of 
genetic engineering in agriculture. 

educating for  
social justice
Education nurtures and promotes public 
understanding of social justice dilemmas, and 
encourages personal and collective action for 
change. Education is at the heart of vibrant 
social movements. In 2006, Inter Pares and our 
counterparts organized public fora, researched 
and wrote articles and opinion pieces, and 
participated in parliamentary hearings, 
contributing our analysis to debates on social 
justice and policy change. 

In March 2006, in conjunction with other 
organizations, Inter Pares organized a public 
forum entitled Terminator on Trial. This event 
attracted nearly a thousand participants who 
were interested in learning more about 
Terminator technology – a technology that 
renders seeds sterile, making it impossible for 
farmers to save their seeds. Thousands of 
Canadians joined citizens worldwide to demand 
that our government support the United 
Nations moratorium on Terminator technology. 
As a direct result, the moratorium on 
Terminator was upheld and strengthened.

During the year, Inter Pares researched and 
documented Canada Pension Plan (CPP) 
investments in companies involved in conflict 
areas overseas. This resulted in the launch of 	
a national public education campaign about 
the lack of socially responsible criteria for CPP 
investments. Inter Pares and several other 
national organizations urged Canadians to 
write to provincial and federal members of 
Parliament to raise these concerns. In response 
to these efforts, officials of the CPP Investment 
Board have engaged in discussions with civil 
society, and and have signaled their willingness 
to collaborate in promoting corporate social 
responsibility. 

The Inter Pares Web site is increasingly being 
used by students and activists, in Canada and 
internationally, as a source of information 
about social justice issues. In 2006, Inter Pares 
published short articles about our work, and 
launched a photo essay, The Price of Gold, on 
the social and ecological impact of gold mining 
in Ghana. We also released two papers on 
migration, Out of the Shadowlands and The 
Boundaries of Belonging, and posted a short 
video of the Back Pack Health Worker Team, 
filmed by the health workers themselves inside 
Burma. These pieces have been been widely 
disseminated and re-published by other 
organizations. All of these materials are available 
at www.interpares.ca.

nurturing a politics of life:  
how we do what we do
Inter Pares collaborates with people in Canada and in over twenty 
countries to promote peace, democracy and sustainable livelihoods.  
We do this through the depth and intimacy of our relationships with  
our colleagues, people of integrity and courage who have built 
organizations, movements and networks based on social justice values 
that we share. With them, we discuss, analyze and plan our work 
together. And with them, we nurture new organizations, build 
coalitions, create knowledge, educate  
for change and generate the resources 
necessary for action. Here are a few 
examples of how Inter Pares celebrates 
and nourishes a politics of life, inventing 
the future daily through our actions with 
colleagues around the world. 
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Staff in 2006  
• Caroline Boudreau • David Bruer  • Eric Chaurette • Alison Crosby   
• Elaine Edwards • Peter Gillespie • Rachel Gouin • Molly Kane   
• Samantha McGavin • Rita Morbia  • Marie José Morrissette   
• Brian Murphy • Laura O’Neill • Anna Paskal • Karen Seabrooke   
• Jean Symes • Sheila Whyte • Rebecca Wolsak • Anne-Marie Zilliacus 

Board
Caroline Andrew, Chair is the Director of the Centre of Governance  
at the School of Political Studies, University of Ottawa.

David Austin is a community worker in Montreal.

Louise Chicoine is an administrative assistant at Rights &  
Democracy in Montreal.

Agathe Gaulin is an adult educator and community activist in 
Comox, British Columbia.

Nathan Gilbert is the Executive Director of the Laidlaw Foundation 
in Toronto.

Joan Kuyek is the National Coordinator of MiningWatch Canada in 
Ottawa.

Mireille Landry is the Coordinator of the Institute for Community 
Development, Concordia University, Montreal. 

Yew Lee, Treasurer is a consultant in community and organizational 
development, Ottawa.

Tamara Levine is an adult educator and labour activist in Ottawa.

Shree Mulay is a women’s health activist and Professor, McGill 
University, Montreal.

Roxana Ng is a sociologist at the University of Toronto.

Delyse Sylvester is a fundraising consultant living in Nelson, B.C.

Sari Tudiver is a researcher and policy analyst on women’s health 
issues, Ottawa.

Bill Van Iterson is an advisor on economic development and 
management issues, Ottawa.

Doug Ward is a former director of CBC Radio, Ottawa.

Supporters
In addition to the generous support of thousands of individuals,  
the work of Inter Pares was assisted in 2006 by contributions from:

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
CAW Social Justice Fund
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada 
CSN/Fonds Alliance Syndicat Tiers-Monde
CUPE Local 4600
The EJLB Foundation
EnCana Cares Foundation
Filles de la Providence
Fleming Foundation
Fondation Internationale Roncalli
Grey Sisters of the Immaculate Conception
B & B Hamilton Fund at the Toronto Community Foundation
The Howard C. Green Memorial Fund at the Vancouver Foundation
The R. Howard Webster Foundation
The Peterborough K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
International Development Research Centre
The Just Aid Foundation
The J.W. McConnell Family Foundation
Movimondo Molisv  
Nurses’ Union of the McGill University Health Centre
Nicaraguan Children’s Fund
PacNet Services Ltd.
Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
Rights & Democracy
Geoffrey B. Scott Memorial Fund at the Toronto Community Foundation
The Scott Island Foundation
St. Helen’s Anglican Church Women
Sisters of the Congregation of Notre-Dame
Sisters of Charity of St. Louis
Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul
Sisters of Service of Canada (Location #08)
Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamilton
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Diocese of London
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Diocese of Peterborough
Sisters of St. Joseph of Saint-Vallier
Steelworkers Humanity Fund
Three Guineas Charitable Foundation
Toronto Burlesque and Vaudeville Association
Westdale United Church
Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada

We are also grateful to those who have supported our work  
through a bequest:

Estate of Isabel Dolina Baron
Estate of Joanne V. Brown
Estate of Catharina Elizabeth Fortune
Estate of Glenna M. Graham
Estate of Gaëtane Larocque
Estate of Charles Edward Watters
Estate of Ms. Shelagh M. Wilson

 

Statement of Financial Position as at December 31, 2006
	 2006	 2005

ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash	 $	  812,309 	 $	  395,244
Accounts receivable	 	  54,601 	 	  62,911 
Program advances (note 3)	 	  723,297 	 	  1,499,453 
	 	 1,590,207 	 	  1,957,608 
INVESTMENTS (note 1)	 	  704,531 	 	  626,055 
CAPITAL ASSETS (note 2)	 	  730,585 	 	  752,409 

	 $	  3,025,323 	 $	 3,336,072 

LIABILITIES
CURRENT	 	 	 	 	
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities	 $	   56,485 	 $	  28,113 
Current portion of mortgage payable (note 4)	 	  150,859 	 	  30,778 
Deferred revenue (note 3)	 	  890,422 	 	  1,514,554  
	 	  1,097,766 	 	  1,573,445 
SEVERANCE PLAN PAYABLE	 	  84,191 	 	  90,609 
MORTGAGE PAYABLE (note 4)	 	 —  	 	  200,282 
	 	  1,181,957 	 	  1,864,336 
FUND BALANCES	 	 	 	 	
Unrestricted	 	   72,462 	 	  56,234
Invested in capital assets	 	  579,726  	 	  521,349 
Bequest Fund (note 5)	 	 556,545 	 	  376,388 
Reserve Fund (note 6)	 	 419,601 	 	  312,280 
Endowment Fund (note 7)	 	  215,032 	 	  205,485 
	 	  1,843,366 	 	  1,471,736 
	 $	  3,025,323 	 $	  3,336,072 

Statement of Changes in Fund Balances for the Year Ended December 31, 2006
 	 	 	 	 	 	  2006	 2005 
	 Unrestricted	 Invested in	 Bequest	 Reserve 	 Endowment	 	 	
	 Net Assets	 Capital Assets	 Fund	 Fund 	 Fund 	 Total 	 Total 
	

FUND BALANCES – BEGINNING OF YEAR  $	 56,234 	  $ 	  521,349 	  $ 	  376,388  	  $ 	  312,280 	  $ 	  205,485 	  $ 	  1,471,736 	  $ 	  1,157,047 	
Excess of revenue over expense	 	 174,605 	  	 — 	  	 180,157 	  	 7,321 	  	 9,547 	  	 371,630 	  	 314,689 
Purchase of capital assets	 	 (10,756)	  	 10,756 	  	 — 	  	 — 	 	 —	 	 — 	  	 — 
Amortization of capital assets	 	 32,579 	  	 (32,579)	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 
Principal repayment of mortgage	 	 (80,200)	  	 80,200 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 
Interfund transfers (note 5)	 	 (100,000) 	  	 — 	  	 —	 	  100,000 	  	 — 	  	 — 	 	 —

FUND BALANCES – END OF YEAR	 $	 72,462 	  $	 579,726 	  $	 556,545 	  $	 419,601 	  $	 215,032 	  $	 1,843,366 	  $	 1,471,736 

Statement of Revenue and Expense for the Year Ended  December 31, 2006
 	 	 	 	 	 	  2006	 2005 
	 	 General	 Bequest	 Reserve 	 Endowment	 	 	
	 	 Operations	 Fund	 Fund 	 Fund 	 Total 	 Total 

REVENUE	 	 	 	 	 	
Donations	  $	1,336,660 	  $	 172,104 	  $	 — 	  $	 — 	  $	 1,508,764 	  $	 1,376,835 
CIDA–VSP	 	1,853,207 	 	  — 	 	  — 	 	  — 	  	 1,853,207 	  	 1,212,469 
CIDA – other projects	  	3,383,011 	 	  — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 3,383,011 	  	 2,568,936 
Project generated grants	  	 248,666 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 248,666 	  	 179,704 
Interest and other	  	 	 	 16,969 	  	 8,053 	  	 7,321	  	 9,547 	  	 41,890 	  	 36,276 
	 	 	 	 6,838,513 	  	 180,157 	  	 7,321 	  	 9,547 	  	 7,035,538 	  	 5,374,220 

EXPENSE
Program	 	 	 	 	 	
Projects	  	5,166,306 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 5,166,306 	  	 3,441,515 
Operations	  	 	 	 924,470 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 924,470 	  	 937,789 
	 	  6,090,776 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 6,090,776 	  	 4,379,304 
 Administration	  	 282,687 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 282,687 	  	 344,989 
 Fundraising	  	 	 	 290,445 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 — 	  	 290,445 	  	 335,238 
	 	  	 	6,663,908 	  	 — 	 	  — 	  	 — 	  	 6,663,908 	  	 5,059,531 
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSE FOR THE YEAR	 $	 174,605 	  $	 180,157 	  $	 7,321 	  $	 9,547 	 $	 371,630 	  $	 314,689 
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Auditor’s Report to the Members, Inter Pares

We have audited the statement of financial position of Inter Pares 
as at December 31, 2006 and the statement of revenue and expense 
and changes in fund balances for the year then ended. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the organization’s 
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan 
and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit 
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statement presentation.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of the organization as at 
December 31, 2006 and the results of its operations and its cash 
flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted accounting principles.	

Ottawa, Ontario	 Ouseley Hanvey Clipsham Deep LLP
February 20, 2007	 Chartered Accountants

Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 2006

1. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES				  

(a) Organization  Inter Pares works overseas and in Canada in support of self-
help development groups, and in the promotion of understanding about the 
causes, effects and solutions to under-development and poverty. Inter Pares was 
incorporated without share capital under Part II of the Canada Business 
Corporations Act. The Corporation is a registered charity under Section 149(1)(c) 
of the Income Tax Act and as a result is not subject to income taxes.

(b) Revenue recognition	 Inter Pares follows the deferral method of accounting 
for contributions. Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year 
in which the related expenses are incurred. Funds received from CIDA for 
overseas programs are recorded as program advances when sent overseas, and 
are subsequently recorded as expense when amounts are spent by overseas 
partners. Donations are recorded as revenue when received.

(c) Investments  Investments consist primarily of government bonds and other 
loans receivable and are recorded at cost which approximates market value.

(d) Capital assets	 Capital assets are recorded at cost. Amortization is provided 
on a straight line basis over 5 years for office equipment. Computer equipment is 
amortized 50% in the first year and 25% in the remaining 2 years. The building is 
amortized on a straight line basis over 40 years.

(e) Use of estimates  The preparation of these financial statements in conformity 
with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles requires management to 
make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and 
liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the 
financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during 
the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

2. CAPITAL ASSETS
		  Accumulated	 2006	 2005
	 Cost	 Depreciation	 Net	 Net

Land	 $	 200,000 	  $ 	 — 	 $	 200,000 	  $	 200,000
Building		  582,230 		  66,500 		   515,730 		   530,480
Computer and office equipment		  125,842 		  110,987 		   14,855 		   21,929

	 $	 908,072	 $	 177,487	 $	 730,585	 $	 752,409

During the year, depreciation of capital assets amounted to $32,579 (2005 - $41,703).

3. PROGRAM ADVANCES AND DEFERRED REVENUE Program advances can vary significantly 
from year to year depending on the timing of funds sent overseas and the reporting back by 
overseas counterparts.  Deferred revenue consists mainly of revenue related to unspent overseas 
program advances.

4. MORTGAGE PAYABLE	 2006	 2005

Royal Bank of Canada - mortgage payable at 	 $	 150,859  	  $	 231,060 
$3,945 monthly including interest at 7.75%, due  						    
July 1, 2007, secured by 221 Laurier Avenue East						    
Less current portion		  150,859 		   30,778 

	 $	 —	  $	 200,282 

5. BEQUEST FUND  During fiscal year 2004 a bequest fund was established.  Bequests received are 
recorded as revenue in this fund.  During the year $nil (2005 - $18,149) was transferred from this 
fund to unrestricted net assets.

6. RESERVE FUND  Inter Pares maintains an unrestricted operational reserve to assure that 
obligations are honoured in the event of unanticipated changes in external funding. During the 
year, $100,000 (2005 - $nil) was transferred from unrestricted net assets to the reserve fund.

7. ENDOWMENT FUND The Margaret Fleming McKay Endowment Fund receives gifts whose 
principal is invested and held for a minimum of ten years.  In addition to such externally restricted 
gifts, the Endowment Fund contains transfers from Inter Pares which are subject to the same 
restrictions. As at the year end, the Endowment Fund includes $76,600 (2005  - $76,600) in 
externally restricted gifts.								      
		

221 Laurier Avenue East, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  K1N 6P1  	     Charitable Registration 
Phone (1-613) 563-4801 or 1-866-563-4801   Fax (1-613) 594-4704   www.interpares.ca        	 (BN) 11897 1100 RR0001  
                                                                                          

As we look back at 2006, it is difficult not to feel despair 
with the deepening militarism and violence that haunt the 
planet. The world seems caught in a politics of death from 
which there is no respite. 

In Burma, at least 20,000 people were displaced by the 
military campaign in Karen State over the past year, fleeing 
a vicious military junta determined to exterminate all 
those who harbour such dangerous thoughts as human 
rights and democracy. In Sudan, the bloodbath continued, 
the international community apparently paralyzed and 
unable to take effective measures to stop the genocide. 

In the Middle East, the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah 
took more than a thousand lives, mostly Lebanese 
civilians, and created one million refugees. The carnage 
continued in Iraq, with an estimated death toll of over 
650,000. The invasion has destroyed many lives, and the 
deaths continue to mount as the country descends into 
civil war. In Afghanistan, the UN estimates that more than 
20,000 civilians have died since the invasion. Two decades 
after millions of Afghans were displaced, maimed or 
killed during the invasion by the Soviet Union, the people 
of Afghanistan once again are seeing their country slide 
towards an abyss of despair and death. 

These were among the horrors of the past year. Human life 
is being debased by despots, dictators and fundamentalists 
of all types. 

And yet, in villages, towns and cities throughout the world, 
people are repudiating this politics of death. Instead, 
they are promoting a politics of life, a politics that asserts 
that all people have the right to live in freedom and 
dignity without fear of violence. 
This is a politics that maintains that 
we all have the right to live in 
communities where our children 
can be healthy and secure and 
achieve their full potential. This is a 
politics that celebrates life, and 
nourishes those things that make 
life worth living. 

Inter Pares is privileged to work 
with people around the world who 
have committed themselves to 
nurturing this politics of life. In 
refugee camps in Thailand, in 
conflict zones in Colombia, in the 
slums of major cities like Managua 

and Manila, people are working to provide health and 
nutrition programs, to develop educational activities for 
children, to organize communities to assert their rights. 
People are reaching out to promote reconciliation in 
areas of conflict, and to counsel and support victims of 
torture. Citizens are insisting on accountable governance, 
and the development of social and economic policies that 
benefit the many, not the few. People are demanding an 
end to the violence and militarism that have shattered so 
many lives.

Women from places such as Sudan, Burma, Peru, Mexico 
and Guatemala are challenging the abuse and brutality 
they have experienced at the hands of armed actors. In 
Ghana and other parts of Africa, citizens’ groups are 
insisting that multinational corporations, including those 
from Canada, follow strict environmental and social 
responsibility guidelines. In Guinea-Bissau, people are 
organizing to protect fragile coastal areas. In Burma, 
backpack health workers are trekking into dangerous war 
zones to provide desperately needed health services. 
People are working for change everywhere, and this 
movement is building.

This movement for change is more than a renunciation 	
of the politics of death. It is a celebration of what we can 
become when we join hands to work towards a common 
vision of the future. 

Transforming this vision into reality requires commitment, 
and often courage. And it requires all who embrace this 
vision to act. The future, as Rebecca Solnit reminds us, is 
something we invent daily through our actions.

Throughout the past year, Inter Pares 
supported the actions of citizens’ 
groups in Asia, Africa, Canada and 
the Americas engaged in creating 
their visions of the future. It has been 
a privilege to work with and help 
nourish the efforts of so many 
talented and courageous people. And 
many Canadians have acted with us, 
contributing to sustaining and 
celebrating life in its fullness. For your 
support we are very grateful.

This Annual Report provides some 
examples of the actions during the past 
year that nurture and reinvent the 
politics of life, today and into the future.

nurturing life, promoting vitality
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People  

are repudiating  
this politics of death.  

Instead, they are 
promoting a politics  
of life… a politics  

that celebrates and 
nourishes those  

things that make life 
worth living.
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The future is not something you predict and wait for. It is 
something you invent daily through your actions.

Rebecca Solnit




